CLUB HISTORY

AFC Croydon Athletic were officially born on 6th February 2012 after a group of supporters gathered at Selhurst Evangelical Church in South Norwood to form a new club.   This followed the demise of Croydon Athletic FC who had become the innocent victims of an international cricket match-fixing scandal by their then owner.   

The Club appointed Antony Williams as Manager and started their first league campaign in the Combined Counties League Division One having been allocated to Step 6 in the pyramid.   Home games would be played at Croydon Sports Arena in a ground share with neighbours Croydon FC.

The inaugural season started with our first competitive game, a 0-2 defeat at home to Westfield on 4th August.   It finished with the team in a creditable 8th Place and the last game was the Lemon Recordings Division One Cup Final at Windsor FC which was won by 5 goals to nil to win the first piece of silverware in the debut season.

The second season saw the first entry into the FA Cup.   Sadly this campaign lasted just one game.   In the League a 7th place finish was a little disappointing having spent much of the season higher in the table but it still signalled an improvement on the previous campaign.   

The 2014/15 season will be remembered for three major achievements.   Firstly a return to the spiritual home of Mayfield Stadium.   This long awaited move was delayed further after pitch works needed redoing but on 15th November in a game against Banstead Athletic in front of 101 spectators.   A 1-0 win was the perfect start.

Secondly, it was County Cup success.   The London Senior Trophy came to AFC Croydon Athletic after a win over Interwood of the Middlesex County League in a final played at Corinthian-Casuals.   Trailing 0-2 at half-time a big come back in the second half took the game to extra time and another brace of goals saw a second Cup win in 3 seasons.

Thirdly, the main goal of the season was secured in the penultimate game as a victory over CB Hounslow United secured promotion to Step 5 and a runner up finish behind Farleigh Rovers.   

The football association decided the Club would move sideways to the Southern Counties East Football League for the 2015/16.   The first season at this level saw an 11th place finish and consolidation.   Shortly after the season finished Manager Antony Williams tendered his resignation after four years in the role.   By the end of the month he had been replaced by Kevin Rayner who begins work on the Rams pre-season and preparations for the new campaign.
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